Special Needs Education Practitioner 


Special education teaching is a challenging but rewarding career that requires a unique set of skills and 
qualifications. As a special education teacher, you will work with students who have a range of 
disabilities and learning challenges, providing them with the support and resources they need to 
succeed in the classroom and beyond. If you’re interested in becoming a special education teacher, 
there are certain requirements you must meet, including education and training, certification and 
licensing, and essential skills and qualities. In this article, we will explore these requirements in detail 
and provide you with the information you need to pursue a career in special education teaching. 


Education and Training Requirements for Special Education Teachers 


To become a special education teacher, you must have a bachelor’s degree in special education or a 
related field. This degree program typically takes four years to complete and covers topics such as child 
development, learning disabilities, behavior management, and instructional strategies for students with 
disabilities. In addition to coursework, you will also be required to complete a student teaching 
internship, where you will work with students in a real classroom setting under the supervision of a 
licensed teacher. 


Once you have completed your bachelor’s degree, you may choose to pursue a master’s degree in 
special education, which can help you develop advanced skills and knowledge in the field. A master’s 
degree program typically takes an additional two years to complete and may require you to complete a 
research project or thesis as a capstone project. 


In addition to formal education, special education teachers must also complete ongoing professional 
development to keep their skills and knowledge up to date. This may include attending conferences, 
workshops, or continuing education courses offered by their school district or professional 
organizations. 


Certification and Licensing Requirements for Special Education Teachers 


To work as a special education teacher, you must be licensed by the state in which you plan to teach. 
This typically involves passing a state-approved teacher preparation program, which includes 
coursework and a student teaching internship. Once you have completed your teacher preparation 
program, you must also pass a state certification exam, which tests your knowledge and skills in special 
education teaching. 


In addition to state licensure, some special education teachers may choose to obtain professional 
certifications in specific areas of special education, such as autism or behavior disorders. These 
certifications are typically offered by professional organizations and require you to meet certain 
education and experience requirements, as well as pass a certification exam. 


Essential Skills and Qualities for Special Education Teachers 


In addition to education and licensing requirements, special education teachers must also possess 
certain essential skills and qualities to be effective in their role. These include: 


Patience and flexibility: Special education teachers must be patient and flexible, as they work with 
students who may have a range of disabilities and learning challenges. They must be able to adapt their 
teaching strategies to meet the unique needs of each student. 


Strong communication skills: Special education teachers must be able to communicate effectively with 
students, parents, and other professionals, such as speech therapists or occupational therapists, to 
ensure that each student receives the support and resources they need to succeed. 


Knowledge of special education laws and regulations: Special education teachers must be familiar with 
the laws and regulations that govern special education, including the Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act (IDEA) and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act. 


Creativity and problem-solving skills: Soecial education teachers must be able to think creatively and 
come up with innovative solutions to help their students overcome learning challenges. 


Compassion and empathy: Special education teachers must have a strong sense of compassion and 
empathy for their students, as they work with students who may be struggling with a range of emotional 
and behavioral issues. 


Job Outlook and Salary for Special Education Teachers 


According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, employment of special education teachers is projected to 
grow 3 percent from 2019 to 2029, which is about as fast as the average for all occupations. The 
demand for special education teachers is expected to increase as schools strive to provide more services 
to students with disabilities. 


The median annual wage for special education teachers was $61,030 in May 2020, with the highest 10 
percent earning more than $98,530 per year. Salaries can vary depending on factors such as level of 
education, experience, and geographic location. 


Tips for Preparing for a Career in Special Education Teaching 


If you’re interested in pursuing a career in special education teaching, there are several steps you can 
take to prepare yourself for this rewarding but challenging profession. These include: 


Volunteer or work in a special education setting: Volunteering or working in a special education setting 
can give you valuable experience and insight into the field. You may also be able to network with 
professionals in the field and learn about job opportunities. 


Attend professional development workshops and conferences: Attending professional development 
workshops and conferences can help you stay up-to-date on the latest trends and best practices in 
special education teaching. 


Build your skills and knowledge: Take courses or workshops to build your skills and knowledge in specific 
areas of special education, such as behavior management or assistive technology. 


Join professional organizations: Joining professional organizations, such as the Council for Exceptional 
Children or the National Association of Special Education Teachers, can provide you with access to 
professional development opportunities, job boards, and networking events. 


Alternative Careers in Special Education 


If you’re interested in working in the field of special education but don’t want to become a teacher, 
there are several alternative careers you may consider. These include: 


Speech-language pathologist: Soeech-language pathologists work with students who have 
communication and swallowing disorders, helping them to improve their speech and language skills. 


Occupational therapist: Occupational therapists work with students who have physical, developmental, 
or emotional disabilities, helping them to develop the skills they need to perform daily tasks and 
activities. 


School psychologist: School psychologists work with students who have emotional, behavioral, or 
learning challenges, providing counseling and support services to help them succeed in school. 


Assistive technology specialist: Assistive technology specialists work with students who have disabilities 
to identify and implement technology solutions that can help them to access the curriculum and 
participate in classroom activities. 


Resources for Special Education Teachers and Students 
There are many resources available to special education teachers and students, including: 


National Center for Learning Disabilities: The National Center for Learning Disabilities provides resources 
and support for students with learning disabilities and their families. 


Council for Exceptional Children: The Council for Exceptional Children is a professional organization that 
provides resources and support for special education teachers and professionals. 


Special Olympics: Special Olympics provides sports training and competition opportunities for children 
and adults with disabilities. 


Disability Rights Education and Defense Fund: The Disability Rights Education and Defense Fund is a 
national legal advocacy organization that works to protect and advance the rights of people with 
disabilities. 


Challenges and Rewards of Being a Special Education Teacher 


Special education teaching can be a challenging but rewarding career. Some of the challenges you may 
encounter include: 


Working with students who have a range of disabilities and learning challenges, which can be 
emotionally and physically demanding. 


Dealing with paperwork and administrative tasks related to special education, such as Individualized 
Education Plans (IEPs) and progress reports. 


Keeping up with changes in special education laws and regulations, which can be complex and time- 
consuming. 


However, the rewards of being a special education teacher are many, including: 


Making a difference in the lives of students with disabilities, helping them to achieve their full potential 
and succeed in the classroom and beyond. 


Building strong relationships with students, parents, and other professionals in the field. 


Seeing the progress and growth of your students over time, and knowing that you played a role in their 
SUCCESS. 


Conclusion: Is Special Education Teaching the Right Career for You? 


Becoming a special education teacher requires a unique set of skills and qualifications, but for those who 
are passionate about helping children with special needs, it can be an incredibly rewarding career. 
Whether you’re just starting out or considering a career change, there are many resources and 
opportunities available to help you pursue your goal of becoming a special education teacher. With 
patience, dedication, and a commitment to ongoing learning, you can make a difference in the lives of 
students with disabilities and help them to achieve their full potential. 


Gain Experience with Special Needs Individuals: Prior to pursuing a formal education, it can be beneficial 
to gain experience working with individuals with special needs. Consider volunteering at schools, 
community centers, or organizations that support individuals with disabilities. This hands-on experience 
will provide valuable insights and help you confirm your passion for working in special education. 


For more info: http://www.everyspecialchild.com 


